But there are strong differences within the region. Although the Czech government has in recent years invested substantially in science, the research bases of countries such as Bulgaria and Romania are still underdeveloped. Notable improvements, mainly driven by the business sector, have been made in Estonia and Hungary -although the recent economic crisis has hit Hungary harder than it has hit others, threatening the upward trend.
Poland, the largest country in the region, has in recent years fallen further behind in reaching EU and national goals for R&D intensity, as have Slovakia and Bulgaria.
There is a general lack of highly qualified scientists and technical workers, whose share of the overall workforce ranges between 9.8% in Romania and 16.8% in Estonia.
The region also still fails to attract much foreign scientific talent. Only 1% or so of participants in the EU's Marie Curie Actions programme -which promotes and facilitates the mobility of young scientists in Europe -choose a university, research institute or industry lab in the new member states as their host institution, possibly due to the resources and reputations of other member states. ■
